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PAGE 01 DAMASC 05590 23 1449Z 
65 

ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 

NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 SY-05 SCCT-01 

IO-13 SAM-01 /077W 

091559 

R 231342Z AUG 76 
FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9235 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMCONSUL KARACHI 
DIA WASHDC 

CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 5590 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PINS, SY, LE, PLO 

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF FATAH LEADER AHMAD ABBAS 

1 . LOCAL PALESTINIAN SOURCE INFORMED RSO AUGUST 23 THAT 
FATAH LEADER AHMAD ABBAS HAD BEEN ASSASSINATED AT HIS 
HOME PREVIOUS DAY IN TRIPOLI, LEBANON. ACCORDING TO SOURCE, 
BODY WILL BE RETURNED TO SYRIA FOR BURIAL. EN ROUTTE 

TO DAMASCUS THERE WILL BE CEREMONY AT HOMS PALESTINIAN 
CAMP. BODY EXPECTED TO ARRIVE IN DAMASCUS EVENING AUGUST 
23 FOR BURIAL FOLLOWING DAY. 

2. COMMENT: WHILE FUNERAL COULD CONCEIVABLY BECOME FOCUS 
FOR EXPRESSION OF PALESTINIAN ANTI-REGIME SENTIMENT, WE 
PRESUME SARG SECURITY WILL ENSURE IT DOES NOT GET OUT OF 
HAND. 

MURPHY 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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